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DISCLAIMER 

This ebook is for non-commercial use only.  

You may not sell or distribute any part of this document for any form 

of compensation. 

This PDF may NOT be distributed or shared with others.  

Kindly refer interested parties to 

www.bestchristmasyet.wordpress.com  

to download a copy. 

The suggestions and ideas contained within this ebook MUST be 

used in conjunction with current government guidelines.  

Please acquaint yourself with current government guidelines in your 

country for social gatherings of any kind.  

UK Government Coronavirus guidelines can be found at:  

www.gov.uk/coronavirus



Today I heard someone at the school gate say that Christmas will be ruined this year, 

thanks to the pandemic. Many are faced with severe financial difficulties or are grieving 
the loss of loved ones. For many, the thought of Christmas looms rather than approaches 
with a sense of hope and optimism. In all fairness, grottos, pantomimes and festive 
events, if they are open at all, will be running at reduced capacity in order to adhere to 
social distancing measures. It truly has been a difficult year leaving those who had hoped 
that things would be better by Christmas feeling less than hopeful.  

Considering some or all of the above, I can’t really blame anyone for thinking Christmas 
will be ruined this year. As I stood there and became aware that my own thoughts had 
hitched a one-horse open sleigh to the Grinchville, I forced myself to pause and think of 
all the things that weren’t cancelled. We could still put up the tree, sing carols, have 
Christmas dinner, see family while adhering to government guidelines of course, write 
letters to Father Christmas, watch Christmas films, deck the halls, go for our festive 
foliage gathering walk, bake cookies, decorate gingerbread houses… the list goes on and 
on!  

There and then, I decided to focus on the Christmas I could control and started up the 
hill brainstorming all the exciting ways I could make this Christmas merry regardless of 
whether we were in lockdown or being socially distant. By the time I got to my house, I 
had resolved that this Christmas would be different but no less magical. Despite the 
many challenges we may have faced this year, we all deserve a little Christmas cheer in 
our lives to brighten the long, grey days ahead and to give us that warm and fuzzy feeling 
in our hearts. 

I wrote this ebook to share with you all some of the Christmas ideas that my family will 
be enjoying this festive season. These ideas will provide hours of fantastic, festive spirit 
and fun for all the family to enjoy. While they may be more time consuming to arrange 
than booking tickets for an event online, they will surely provide a feeling of satisfaction 
and pride. 

Wishing you the very best Christmas! 

Keep calm and be Merry! 

Leonie 
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We all know and love our advent calendars, but I wanted to share an idea about gifting 

advent to those less fortunate. It’s a sad reality that this Christmas will be a tremendous 

financial burden for many thanks to the pandemic. Many have become unemployed and 

the Food Banks are being relied upon more heavily this year than ever before.  

Last year, I saw the idea of doing a reverse advent calendar where each day you give a 

little something back. The idea is that you fill a box with one item of food or toiletries 

(or more if you are able) every day and donate it to a needy family or the Food Bank 

such as the Trussle Trust. Many supermarkets have food collection points where 

donations may be left for collection by the Food Bank.  

This year, we will be filling a box with an item from the list available on the Trussle 

Trust Food Bank’s website every day for the first 12 days of December and delivering it 

in enough time to make a difference.  I had thought of collecting food items until 23 

December to deliver to the food bank but I realised that these items will be in need all 

through December and not just on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day.  Beyond being a 

thoughtful and supportive advent activity, this is a great opportunity to get the kids 

involved and explain to them the importance of supporting their community.

12 days of giving

I forget where I first learned of this incredibly cosy idea, 

but it’s still a favourite in our home.  Scour the charity 

shops for Christmas themed or Winter themed books and 

wrap each book individually. Place them in a basket beside 

the Christmas tree and each night pick one book to read 

as a bedtime story. The book for Christmas Eve should be 

The night before Christmas, of course! As my daughter has 

grown, the books we now read together are thicker, more 

age appropriate and take a few nights at least to read 

Book Advent
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Festive Window  

Displays

which means that last year I only wrapped three books for the basket instead of twenty-

five. You may prefer to read the books in front of the fire instead of in bed but, either 

way, December bedtimes are guaranteed to be cosy, merry and bright!

Remember how in the early days of lockdown, we all decorated our front windows with 

rainbows and messages for the NHS and passers-by? Let’s do something similar for 

Christmas! Light up your front window with colourful fairy lights, homemade paper 

snowflakes and garlands. As the nights draw in and people start driving home from 

work, the cheerful sight of hundreds of lights twinkling in windows all over town will 

warm their hearts and remind them that there is still light even in the darkest of times.

Hot Chocolate 

Station

A hot chocolate station is one of the traditions my family loves most at Christmas.  Ours 

is set up on a little wooden tray near the kettle and decorated with battery operated 

fairy lights. The hot chocolate station consists of our 

favourite hot chocolate brand, flavoured syrups, 

mini marshmallows and candy canes along with our 

Christmassy mugs/travel mugs. While whipped 

cream in a can is not strictly necessary it does add 

richness but of course, this must be stored in the 

refrigerator.  Perhaps allow the kids a hot chocolate 

on their return from school before they do their 

homework or maybe as an after dinner treat instead 

of pudding. For a boozy, adult treat, add a shot or 

two of Bailey’s or Irish Cream to your hot chocolate. 

It’s deliciously decadent and not to be missed! 
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North Pole 

Breakfast

Over the years, this has become one of the absolute highlights of our festive season. It 

is essentially a magical, over the top Christmas themed breakfast that could, if you wish, 

be prepared by your Christmas Elf. The meal is made up of all the delicious treats that 

the North Pole elves love to eat and can be as naughty or as healthy as you like. 

We usually have the North Pole Breakfast on December 1st, but it can really take place 

any day you would like and doesn’t necessarily have to be a breakfast! The North Pole 

meal could take place with other children in your social bubble (please follow the latest 

government guidelines) and could even be a 

North Pole lunch or dinner.  

One year, we had a North Pole playdate! It was 

fantastic fun.  While the children were at school, I 

laid the table with a festive tablecloth, paper 

plates, napkins and Christmas crackers. There 

were cupcakes decorated like reindeer, little 

sandwiches, mini canapes, cookies with edible 

candy holly and a special white hot chocolate 

made in the slow cooker. When the kids entered 

the dining room, the excitement on their faces 

was magical! After the meal, we played pin the 

nose on Rudolph and musical statues to 

Christmas tunes.  The kids talked about it for days.  

One year, we had a Harry Potter themed breakfast 

and Dobby the House elf joined our Christmas Elf to make a breakfast for us. We had 

pumpkin waffles with maple syrup, whipped cream and gold sprinkles.  We also served 

pumpkin juice which was just apple juice with a little cinnamon added to spice it up a 

little! 

Check out The Official Best Christmas Yet Pinterest board for ideas.
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Camp out by the 

ChristmasTree

I always find that sitting in the living room with the Christmas tree lights twinkling 

merrily in the darkness to be a calming experience. It feels special and nostalgic and a 

tiny bit magical. So, why not let the kids camp out by the Christmas tree one Friday 

night? Get out the sleeping bags or lay out their mattresses and blankets. You could 

make a picnic dinner or maybe even traditional camping fare cooked on the stove. If 

you have a fireplace, you could toast marshmallows and wedge them between chocolate 

biscuits (s’mores) as an additional treat. After dinner, watch a movie by the light of the 

Christmas tree then let the kids snuggle into their duvets as they watch the tree lights 

twinkle and nod off with visions of sugarplums dancing in their heads.

Forget the light displays heaving with people! Those aren’t nearly as cozy and dreamy 

as this next idea.  

Many towns have residents who love 

to decorate their front gardens with all 

manner of Christmas light displays to 

delight the neighbours and children 

and spread a little Christmas cheer. 

Ask around which streets have the 

best lights on display in your town 

then bundle the kids up into the car 

in their pyjamas, with a sealed travel 

mug of hot chocolate from your hot 

chocolate bar. Crank up the Christmas 

tracks and make your way to the cheerfully lighted street to enjoy the lights. If there’s a 

safe place to park and it’s not too cold, walk with the children along the street and 

watch their little faces light up with joy at the festive scenes.    

Light up 

Displays
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Pantomimes are 

cancelled... 

Oh no they’re not! 

Pantomimes are quintessentially British, quintessentially Christmassy and very 

traditional in December. For British families, the Christmas Panto is a Christmas 

tradition, if not an institution and it is one of the outings that I felt most disappointed 

about missing this year. That is, until I realized that Youtube has many 2019 pantomimes 

available to watch for free! Among those available are Cinderella, Sleeping Beauty, 

Robin Hood and Puss in Boots to name a few. There’s nothing stopping your family 

from enjoying a Pantomime every night for a week if you like! 

For those who truly want to make watching a 

pantomime on Youtube from home, a truly special 

occasion, why not get the entire family to dress up 

as pantomime dames or characters from the 

pantomime of your choice? Prepare a picnic dinner 

on the living room floor with a selection of family 

favourites or why not go all out and prepare a meal 

themed around the pantomime of your choice and 

enjoy while you watch. Check out The Official Best 

Christmas Yet Pinterest board for party food to go 

along with the pantomime’s story theme and get the kids involved in the prep. Your 

pantomime picnic will most certainly be one to remember!

There will always be that one house that has a display which everyone loves, so, before 

you attend the lights, get the kids to make a certificate congratulating the recipient for 

having the Best Christmas Lights in town. Once you have seen all the lights, decide 

between you, which house has the best lights and pop the certificate into their post box. 

I guarantee the recipient will be chuffed to bits!
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Christmas themed 

Movie night

This is one of those ideas that will be a highlight of the season and will be a special 

memory for all the family for years to come. Many of us love to watch Christmas family 

movies during the festive season but rarely make an event of the experience.  

At our house, every Friday night in December is a Christmas Movie Night. This year 

though, I will be going all out and making a theme of the evening, with food and drinks 

tailored to the movie of choice. 

Movies like Polar Express lend themselves to this idea beautifully and there are free 

printable Polar Express tickets available through The Official Best Christmas Yet 

Pinterest board to print along with wonderful ideas to make the evening special. Theme 

your dinner, bring out the hot chocolate and let each child make their hot chocolate 

their way with their own toppings. Watch the film by the twinkling lights of the 

Christmas tree and to end the evening, let each child hunt under the Christmas tree for 

a little box containing a golden jingle bell with the world ‘believe’ attached to it, just 

like in the movie. This idea could be used for so many Christmas movie favourites 

including The Grinch (maybe with green themed food), Elf, the Nutcracker or even 

Home Alone (for which you most certainly need to serve macaroni cheese for dinner!).

A Night at  

the Ballet

Christmas just wouldn’t be Christmas for me without The Nutcracker ballet, and right 

now you can attend the Russian State Ballet without even leaving your house! Once 

again, Youtube comes to the rescue! Get the kids dressed up in their Sunday best, or 

their ballet tutus if they wish and settle down one Sunday afternoon to watch, what is 

for me, my favourite ballet. The beauty of watching at home is that little ones can don 

their little ballet slippers and pirouette along with the Sugar Plum Fairy on screen. You 

could schedule an intermission halfway through the and serve a Sugar Plum Fairy, 

ballet themed dinner or lunch complete with pink macarons, sugar mice and dainty 

sandwiches. Pinterest has a wealth of ideas for table decorations, food and fun games.



 

10

Christmas 

HighTea

Instead of the weekly Sunday roast with Nanny and Grandad, why not invite them 

round for afternoon tea one Sunday afternoon. Scour the charity shops for a nice tea 

set or borrow one, then set up a beautiful table with a sumptuous high tea of dainty 

sandwiches, miniature scones, and little 

fondant fancies. Tell everyone to dress in their 

Sunday best, light some candles, pop on 

some Christmas carols, and enjoy an old-

fashioned afternoon of tea and cakes. You 

could even turn it into a tea dance by turning 

up the volume on the Christmas tunes and 

encouraging everyone to dance to the festive 

golden oldies.

Christmas around  

the world 

- A Culinary Staycation

Gutted you won’t be visiting the Christmas markets 

this year? Why not let the Christmas markets come 

to you! The food of the Christmas markets, that is.   

If German Christmas flavours are a must have, try 

your hand at making your own Gluhwein, or the 

famous Bratwurst rolls (Bratwurst sausages are 

available in supermarkets), the flammkuchen (like a 

thin crispy pizza), gingerbread or potato cakes 

served with apple sauce.  

If the flavours of a French Christmas market are 

more appealing, you could make sugar and 
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cinnamon crêpes, beignets, tartiflette (a type of 

potato dish) or bretzel’s (the French version of a 

pretzel) washed down with vin chaud (mulled 

wine) for the adults and hot chocolate for the kids. 

You might also like to try your hand at the French 

Christmas cake called a Bûchë de Noel or yule log, 

a swiss roll that is iced and decorated.  

Most recipes are easily searchable online, but a visit to The Official Best Christmas Yet 

Pinterest page will yield the recipes for the dishes mentioned here. Get the kids or 

teens involved too and you’re sure to find something for everyone to enjoy.  

If cooking or baking isn’t your thing, many supermarkets 

now stock a range of Christmas food products from 

around the world such as Panettone (a fruity Italian 

sweet bread), German Stollen (a fruit bread wrapped 

around a marzipan centre), German gingerbread biscuits 

and little cakes.  

If partaking in all of these different treats in one night 

seems a little ambitious, then make a culinary staycation 

visit to a different European Christmas market each 

Friday or Saturday night in December.  

To make your culinary staycation feel more 

authentic, dear old Youtube comes to the rescue 

again with a Christmas market soundtrack.  A 

Youtuber called Fantasy Realm has created a 

Youtube video called Relaxing Christmas Market 

Ambience that would be the perfect soundtrack 

to a night of tasty Christmas dinner treats.  Or, 

merely search French/German Christmas songs 

on Youtube and there will be a selection for you to choose from. Youtube is free to all 

however, it is not advertisement free. If you have a Spotify account, you could prepare 

your own playlists of search through playlists that others have already compiled.
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Missing your favourite gals and wish you could still get together to make your 

Christmas puddings over a glass of wine? You can, via Zoom or Facetime!  Arrange a 

night when everyone can attend a virtual call and bake together, chat and enjoy a glass 

of wine with your gal pals. If baking isn’t your thing but you’re a crafter, arrange a 

virtual crafting session instead.

Virtual  

Bake and Banter

Virtual 

Nativity Play

With government guidelines ever changing, family gatherings 

may be difficult. Why not consider setting up the facilities for 

all family members, especially older family members, to Zoom 

call. With this in place, read the nativity story to the kids and 

help them to create a virtual nativity play for the whole family.  

Let them be in charge of scripts, costumes from their dressing 

up boxes and props using fluffy toys. The result will definitely 

be a nativity to remember!   

Don’t forget to film it for posterity!

You’ve been 

Elf’ed

This fun little game is perfect for a socially distant festive season! The idea is to leave a 

little treat, or present outside a neighbour or relative’s door with a little poem 

explaining that they’ve been Elfed and asking that they pay it forward and Elf someone 

else. There are some cute free printables and ideas for this on The Official Best 

Christmas Yet Pinterest board. Brighten someone’s day this holiday season, especially if 

there’s a local lockdown and everyone is feeling glum. 
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A special  

video or call from 

Santa
Many visits to see Santa won’t be happening this year because Santa won’t want to 

spread Covid to the elves! If they get ill, who will make the presents? Since we can’t go 

to see Santa, a website called Portable North Pole allows you to make a free 

personalised video to send to your child. Premium access for less than the cost of a 

ticket to the grotto, will allow you to create personalised videos with many different fun 

scenarios, elf antics and even calls from Santa via the app.

A magical 

Winter’s evening

Create a magical winter’s evening in your garden.  Decorate the hedges, bushes and 

trees with twinkling lights and tinsel.  Serve food in the crockpot outside with music, 

mulled wine and the kids running about happily with glowstick bracelets and beanies 

on while they jump on the trampoline. Build a fire in the fire pit and toast 

marshmallows or chestnuts and drink hot chocolate. Organise a treasure hunt or 

scavenger hunt for the kids. You could even decorate a small tree together in your 

garden with outdoor lights and homemade bird treats.
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Christmas may be different this year but, I hope that my ideas have inspired you to 

make the most of the festive season despite what is going on in the world. We all need a 

little Christmas cheer to carry us through into the new year and this Christmas can and 

will be just as special and wonderful.  

I wish you and your family a happy and healthy Christmas  

and all the very best for 2021.

Merry 

Christmas

Leonie
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Don’t forget to follow  

The Best Christmas Yet  

   Facebook  

 Instagram  

Pinterest    

For tips, ideas, videos  

and all things  

Christmassy.
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